STATE LICENSING BOARD FOR CONTRACTORS

RESIDENTIAL BUILDING COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

October 5, 2011
The regular monthly meeting of the Residential Building Committee was called to order by the Chairman at 9:40 a.m. in the Conference Room of the Board’s office, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  

Members of the Committee present: 
Victor “Vic” Weston, Chairman







Lloyd “Chip” Badeaux, Vice Chairman 







Dana Dugas 







Karon “Kay” Gibson







William “Billy” Ward







Ilone “Toni” Wendel 

Mr. Michael Penn was absent.  

There being a quorum, the regular order of business was called.

Also attending the meeting were:  Michael McDuff, Executive Director; Judy Dupuy, Board Administrator; Judge Darrell White, Retired, Hearing Officer; Stephanie Laborde, Board Attorney; and from the staff, Emma Payne, Bobbie Hughes, Lori Guthrie, Rebecca Johnson, Doug Traylor, Deborah Irwin, Mark Jones, Michele Lemoine, Sharon Fabre; Compliance Director Brent Templet; Compliance Investigators, Carl Bourque, Mark Williamson, William Collins and Marianne Sullivan; and Keri Dupont, recording the Minutes.

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Ms. Gibson.

Judge Darrell White gave the invocation and asked for a moment of silent prayer.  

A Motion was made by Ms. Wendel and was seconded by Ms. Gibson to accept the Minutes of the September 7th, 2011 Residential Building Committee Meeting.  The Motion passed. 
Mr. McDuff informed the Board that there were special guests in attendance and introduced Ms. Crystal Cox from the Department of Insurance’s Fraud Section and Mr. Jim Fine from the Northwestern Division of the Louisiana Home Builders Association.   
NEW BUSINESS 

INSURANCE HEARING(S):

Residential Building General Liability & Worker’s Compensation
LLOPIS ENTERPRISE, LLC

Ms. Laborde read the allegations against LLOPIS ENTERPRISE, LLC and asked if a representative was present.  Mr. Kerry Llopis and Mr. Terry Llopis were present, sworn in and entered a plea of No Contest. 

A Motion was made by Ms. Wendel which was seconded by Ms. Gibson to accept the plea.  The Motion passed.  

Ms. Emma Payne was called to the stand and stated that proof of General Liability & Workers Compensation Coverage had not been provided to the Board.
Messrs. Llopis made a statement. 
A Motion was made by Ms. Wendel and was seconded by Mr. Badeaux to allow LLOPIS ENTERPRISE, LLC 90 days to resolve the matter.  The Motion passed.      

ANTHONY F. MARINO
Ms. Laborde read the allegations against ANTHONY F. MARINO and asked if a representative was present.  No representative was present.  

Ms. Emma Payne was called to the stand and stated that proof of General Liability & Workers Compensation Coverage had been provided to the Board.  Ms. Payne asked that the item be removed from the agenda.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Ward and was seconded by Ms. Wendel to remove the item 
from the agenda.  The Motion passed.
COMpliance Hearing(s): 
David B. and Erin C. LaVie
Ms. Hughes read the allegations against David B. and Erin C. LaVie and informed the Committee that she had received a fax transmission that morning asking for a continuance.  

A Motion was made by Ms. Wendel and was seconded by Mr. Ward to grant a continuance and to place the matter on the agenda for the November meeting.  The Motion passed.      

Johnny Barnes d/b/a Barnes Construction Company, LLC 
Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Johnny Barnes d/b/a Barnes Construction 
Company, LLC, and asked if a representative was present.  Mr. Johnny Barnes was present, sworn in, and denied the allegations.  

Ms. Laborde called Carl Bourque, Investigator, to the stand and he was sworn in.  Ms. Laborde reviewed the exhibit package with Mr. Bourque and asked that it be entered into the record.  Judge White accepted the exhibit book into the record.  

Mr. Barnes made a statement to the Committee and changed his plea regarding both allegations to No Contest.     

A Motion was made by Mr. Ward and was seconded by Ms. Wendel to accept the plea.  The Motion passed.       

A Motion was made by Ms. Gibson and was seconded by Ms. Wendel to fine Johnny Barnes d/b/a Barnes Construction Company, LLC $3500.00, court costs and a cease and desist for the second allegations against him.  However, if a license is obtained within 60 days, the fine will be reduced to $2500.00 plus court costs.  The Motion passed.

A Motion was made by Ms. Wendel and was seconded by Ms. Gibson to dismiss the first allegation.  The Motion passed.  
Charles Ford d/b/a Ford Construction
Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Charles Ford d/b/a Ford Construction, and asked if a representative was present.  Mr. Charles Ford was present, sworn in, and entered a plea of No Contest.

A Motion was made by Mr. Ward and was seconded by Mr. Dugas to accept the plea.  The Motion passed.  

Mr. Ford made a statement to the Committee.  
The Committee called William Collins, Investigator, to the stand and he was sworn in.  Mr. Collins informed the Committee of his findings.       
A Motion was made by Ms. Wendel and was seconded by Ms. Gibson to fine Charles Ford d/b/a Ford Construction $5000.00, court costs and a cease and desist.  The Motion passed.

Kyle Harris d/b/a Paul Davis Restoration & Remodeling of Baton Rouge
Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Kyle Harris d/b/a Paul Davis Restoration & Remodeling of Baton Rouge, and asked if a representative was present.  Mr. Kyle Harris and Mr. William Spears, were present, sworn in, and denied the allegations.

Ms. Laborde called Carl Bourque, Residential Supervisor, to the stand.  Ms. Laborde reviewed the exhibit package with Mr. Bourque and asked that it be entered into the record.  Judge White accepted the exhibit book into the record.  

Mr. Spears made a statement to the Committee.      

A Motion was made by Mr. Ward and was seconded by Mr. Dugas to find Kyle Harris d/b/a Paul Davis Restoration & Remodeling of Baton Rouge in violation.  The Motion passed.       
A Motion was made by Mr. Ward and was seconded by Ms. Wendel to fine Kyle Harris d/b/a Paul Davis Restoration & Remodeling of Baton Rouge the maximum penalty, court costs and a cease and desist.   The Motion passed.  
Derrick Kelley d/b/a Iron City Contracting
Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Derrick Kelley d/b/a Iron City Contracting, and 
asked if a representative was present.  Mr. Derrick Kelley was present, sworn in, and denied the allegations.

Ms. Laborde called Marianne Sullivan, Investigator, to the stand and she was sworn in.  Ms. Laborde reviewed the exhibit package with Ms. Sullivan and asked that it be entered into the record.  Judge White accepted the exhibit book into the record.  

Mr. Kelly made a statement to the Committee and changed his plea to No Contest.      

A Motion was made by Mr. Dugas and was seconded by Ms. Gibson to accept the plea.  The Motion passed.       
A Motion was made by Ms. Wendel and was seconded by Mr. Dugas to fine Derrick Kelley d/b/a Iron City Contracting $5000.00, court costs and a cease and desist. However, if a license is obtained within 90 days, the fine will be reduced to $2000.00 and court costs.  The Motion passed.

Vision Pools LLC
Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Vision Pools LLC, and asked if a representative was present.  No representative was present.

Ms. Laborde called Mark Williamson, Investigator, to the stand and he was sworn in.  Ms. Laborde reviewed the exhibit package with Mr. Williamson and asked that it be entered into the record.  Judge White accepted the exhibit book into the record.  

A Motion was made by Ms. Wendel and was seconded by Mr. Dugas to find Vision Pools LLC in violation.  The Motion passed.       
A Motion was made by Mr. Dugas and was seconded by Ms. Gibson to fine Vision Pools LLC the maximum penalty, court costs and a cease and desist.  The Motion passed.

old BUSINESS 

CONTINUANCE – COMPLIANCE HEARING(S):
Natal Builders, LLC
Ms. Laborde read the allegations against Natal Builders, LLC, and asked if a representative was present.  Mr. Gary Clark, attorney, appeared on behalf of Natal Builders, LLC.  Mr. Clark denied the allegations.
Ms. Laborde called Mr. Carl Bourque, Residential Supervisor, to the stand.  Ms. Laborde reviewed the exhibit package with Mr. Bourque and asked that it be entered into the record.   Mr. Clark had no objection to the exhibit package being entered into the record.  Judge White accepted the exhibit book into the record.        

Mr. Clark entered additional documentation into the record without objection from Ms. Laborde.  

A Motion was made by Ms. Wendel and was seconded by Mr. Dugas to dismiss the allegations against Natal Builders, LLC.  The Motion passed, with one objection from Mr. Ward.  
A Supplemental Motion was made by Ms. Wendel and was seconded by Ms. Gibson to disallow the reinstatement of Natal Builders, LLC until the outstanding matters are cleared.  The Motion passed.

Elijah Mealancon d/b/a Elijah Christian Ministries
Item continued.
Vision Investment & Development Group, LLC
Ms. Hughes read a settlement offer from Vision Investment & Development Group, LLC’s  Attorney, Scott Galante.  

Mr. Ward made a Motion which was seconded by Ms. Wendel to accept the settlement offer provided that Vision Investment & Development Group, LLC can provide proof of general liability and workers’ compensation coverage for the time period in question.  The Motion passed.  
Ms. Hughes stated she would contact Vision Investment & Development Group, LLC and inform them of the Committee’s conditional acceptance.  
Chris Cuccia
Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Chris Cuccia, and asked if a representative was 
present. 

Mr. Chris Cuccia was present, sworn in, and entered a plea of No Contest. 
A Motion was made by Mr. Dugas and was seconded by Ms. Wendel to accept the plea.  The Motion passed.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Ward and was seconded by Ms. Wendel to fine Chris Cuccia $500.00, court costs.  However if a license is obtained within 90 days, the penalty will be waived.  The Motion passed.
REQUEST FOR REHEARING(S):
Sims, LLC 

A Motion was made by Mr. Dugas and was seconded by Mr. Ward to grant the re-hearing of Sims, LLC.  The Motion passed.   

James Chustz d/b/a Chustz Construction

A Motion was made by Mr. Dugas and was seconded by Ms. Wendel to grant the re-hearing of James Chustz d/b/a Chustz Construction.  The Motion passed.  
Adson Ribeiro 
A Motion was made by Mr. Dugas and was seconded by Mr. Ward to grant the re-hearing of Adson Ribeiro.  The Motion passed.   

CONSIDERATION OF LICENSURE EXEMPTION(S): 
Hodges Developments, Inc.
A Motion was made by Ms. Gibson and was seconded by Mr. Dugas to approve the licensure exemption of Hodges Developments, Inc.  The Motion passed. 

Integrated Pro Services, LLC

A Motion was made by Ms. Gibson and was seconded by Mr. Dugas to approve the licensure exemption of Integrated Pro Services, LLC.  The Motion passed.  

Project Homecoming, Inc.
A Motion was made by Mr. Ward and was seconded by Mr. Dugas to approve the licensure exemption of Project Homecoming, Inc.  The Motion passed.  
Consideration of new applications for Residential Building Construction License to be approved pending as listed and attached to the agenda. 
A Motion was by Mr. Dugas and was seconded by Mr. Ward to approve new applications for Residential Building Construction License.  The Motion passed. 
Consideration of new applications for Home Improvement Registration as listed and attached to the agenda. 
A Motion was by Mr. Dugas and was seconded by Ms. Gibson to approve new applications for Home Improvement Registration.  The Motion passed.    

A Motion was made by Mr. Ward and was seconded by Ms. Wendel to adjourn.  The Motion passed. 
The meeting adjourned at 12:40p.m.  
ADJOURNMENT

Chairman

Adjournment
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